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01:06:56.801,01:06:59.801 

lisha fernandes: I have a sour sop plant which is 4 years old. It doesnt bear 

healthy fruits, even one or two by chance but are attacked by pests. How to get 

more and healthy  fruits on my sour sop plant? 

Miguel: The size of the plant is as important as its age. If the plant is more than 

two metres tall and well spread out, say at least one metre radius, it can bear 

more fruits on its branches. Manure the plant with 1 kg compost, half kg bone-

meal, fish-meal or Uniphos and half kg wood ash or 50 g potash in a ring along 

the “drip circle” or the outer edge of its 12 noon shadow.  Mealy bugs are a 

major problem because of its spiny surface. Clean with a soft bristles tooth 

brush or a water colurs or soft paint brush. Spray with soap or soap-nut water 

and wash off the eggs. Clean with a spray of plain water. Blackening of the fruit 

is a secondary fungal infection. Take care of the mealy bugs and the fungus will 

not enter the fruit. 

 

01:07:11.926,01:07:14.926 

lourdina pinto: Size of pot for a sour lime Lemon plant. 

Miguel: 18 of 24 inch diameter pot is good. You can also use a leaking bucket or  

cut the top of a discarded 20 litre mineral water bottle and use. Remember to 

puncture two drainage holes. The tip of a wooden handled skewer , poker or 

screw driver can be heated over a kitchen gas burner and used to make the holes 

when hot. Full sunlight is needed for Limes , guavs and mango to fruit. 

 

01:07:20.428,01:07:23.428 

Elaine Fernandes: Can we grow pineapples in a pot? 

Yes. Even 12 inch diameter pot can be use to grow a single sucker [from the 

plant], slip [from the bottom of some fruits. They give one fruit in 12 to 14 

months. The crown bears in two years. 

 

01:07:25.443,01:07:28.443 

Glenda Fernandes: Thank you. 

Miguel : It is God’s grace to be useful to one’s fellow beings and to increase His 

creations. 
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01:07:40.421,01:07:43.421 

Daffodils Guest House, Calangute,Goa: What manure do we have to add to 

grow fruit trees. All our trees are not fruiting even after 5 to 10 years. Where 

are we going wrong? 

Miguel: Sunlight is the most important factor. Next is anchorage and nutrition 

from the soil. Please consult Prency Fernandes, an agriculture alumnus near 

Galleria das Belles Artes, and Church, Calangute Mobile  8669000709 or Mr. 

Anup Painginkar, Green Fingers Nursery, near hotel Palmarinha, Calangute. 

They are good. Mr. Sostenes Santos, near Piety Chapel, Calangute may also be 

able to help you. 

 

01:08:21.616,01:08:24.616 

Peter Pinheiro: Do you give hands on training. 

Miguel: YES. I have conducted a number of workshops, solo and with Yogita 

Mehra & Karan Manral and with the students/alumni I mentor. 

 

01:08:36.446,01:08:39.446 

Regina Fernandes: After how long do the papaya tree gives papayas. 

Miguel: Normally within the year of planting and for a few years thereafter. 

 

01:08:36.491,01:08:39.491 

Arlene Arlene: An suggestions on cherry tomatoes. 

Miguel: If you live in Goa, please visit ICAR-CCARI (Main Building on NH-

766) at Old Goa, and meet Dr. Mathala Juliet Gupta. She is the expert. You can 

also log on to https://www.agrigoaexpert.res.in/icar/index3.php and check under 

Horticulture as well as ask your questions. Cherry Tomato grows in Goa and 

across India. It can be a perennial plant if you buy a GRAFT, now available in 

India. 

 

01:09:18.902,01:09:21.902 

sandeep phaldesai: My daughter drops seeds in our pots after eating fruits. SO 

we have growth of lemons, chikoo, mango, etc  Will these bear fruits ?  
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Miguel: YES but after a long time and of UNCERTAIN quality. Better to plant 

a graft, budling, gootee, or cutting. However, do not discourage your daughter. 

My children have learnt the love of nature by this process … although they 

destroyed the lawn in their experiments. One can regrow lawns and plants, but 

not one’s children. Today one is a psychiatrist and the other is a Mixologist and 

Gourmet Chef, but both are avid Naturalists. On “Father’s Day” yesterday, the 

psychiatrist son took his parents to the Socorro-Pomburpa-Porvorim plateau 

and identified birds and Bryophyta plants that even his father cannot identify. 

 

01:09:35.413,01:09:38.413 

D Fernandes: how do you get an avocado tree to fruit? 

Miguel: If it is a graft, it should fruit in the second year, but a seedling can take 

5 to 7 years to bear. If it has cross that age and two metres height, water stress, 

potash application or  ringing can be attempted. You  …. Or anyone ….  can 

join “Botanical Society of Goa” group on Facebook and post photos and ask 

questions. Quite a few experts in the group. 

 

01:09:36.845,01:09:39.845 

Ruven Barreto: what is the advantage of having fruits trees in a pot compared to 

planting in the ground?  

Miguel: I have a 800 sq. m plot and can have some trees on the ground. One 

mango tree needs 100 sq. m and a Rambutan need about 60 sq.m. It is a luxury 

that someone having a 300 sq.m plot and a 120 sq.m house cannot afford. The 

ones living in apartments have no choice but to pot plants. I have no place to 

Star Fruit and Custard Apple in the ground. Pots make sense because the palnts 

fit within one square metre. 

01:10:00.388,01:10:03.388 

Salvin dias: How do you get rid of mealy bugs on plants? 

Mealy bugs are a major problem. Clean with a soft bristles tooth brush or a 

water colurs or soft paint brush. Spray with soap or soap-nut water and wash 

off the eggs. Clean with a spray of plain water. Blackening of the fruit is a 

secondary fungal infection. Take care of the mealy bugs and the fungus will not 

enter the fruit. 
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01:10:11.743,01:10:14.743 

: I prepare my own compose at home.  How do I know what quantity to use for 

different plants 

Miguel: Up to half of your soil mix can be made of compost. Do not worry if you 

are applying any less than that. Be judicious in seeing that all your plants 

(except cacti and non-Rex Begonias) get enough. 

 

01:11:23.893,01:11:26.893 

Marianne de Nazareth: Thank you for a very educative webinar. Looking 

forward to tomorrow. 

Miguel : It is God’s grace to be useful to one’s fellow beings and to increase His 

creations. 

 

01:11:39.669,01:11:42.669 

Arlene Arlene: What about ash 

Miguel: Ash is a good source of Potassium. However, do not overdo it. The soil 

will become like concrete when dry. 

 

01:11:45.219,01:11:48.219 

Regina Fernandes: After how long does the soursop tree gives fruit in a pot? 

Miguel: Two years. Manure well. 

 

01:11:49.833,01:11:52.833 

: My mint plant was growing good but the moment I added little coconut shell 

ash it died. 

Miguel: Ash is a good source of Potassium. However, do not overdo it. The soil 

will become like concrete when dry. 

 

01:11:55.845,01:11:58.845 

rita carvalho: Thank you for your session 

Miguel: Welcome. It is a privilege for me. 
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01:12:26.294,01:12:29.294 

D Fernandes: Do you have a youtube channel? 

Miguel: The Agricos Alumni Association, Goa has. It is my successor in this 

relay of promoting organic agriculture in Goa. Also see it on Facebook. There is 

a webinar every Sunday at 4 P.M. on topics relevant to the time of the year. You 

can also find the link on Botanical Society of Goa group on Facebook. We work 

as a T.E.A.M. .. for Together Everyone Achieves More. 

 

01:12:28.874,01:12:31.874 

Frederick Noronha: Agricos have a session online every Sunday and you are 

welcome to join that... Will share details tomorrow about how to get onto their 

list. 

 

01:12:33.309,01:12:36.309 

Anjali Noronha: Any use of wood ash and onion/banana citrus etc. peel water? 

Miguel: Ash is a good source of Potassium. However, do not overdo it. The soil 

will become like concrete when dry. Banana peels, coco peat, coconut husk are 

also sources of potash and organic matter. 

 

01:13:19.579,01:13:22.579 

hannah john: Thank you for this session. Highly informative 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:13:33.333,01:13:36.333 

Glenda Fernandes: Ideally how many times a week should fruit trees in a pot be 

watered. 

Miguel: Water only when the soil surface is dry. If there is green moss or algae 

on the soil surface, you are over-watering (Common problem). It the soil cakes 

or cracks, it is thirsting for water. More water in summer. Once a week may be 

enough during rainy season. 

 

01:14:14.455,01:14:17.455 

Lucius De Almeida: Thank You 
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Miguel: Welcome 

01:14:19.966,01:14:22.966 

Cleto Fernandes: Could you share a place where I can get strawberry saplings in 

north goa. 

Any nursery will have. Mr. Farmer, Guirim, Green Fingers, Calangute and 

roadside ones, too. There are three nurseries near Santa Cruz playground, 

Bondir. 

 

01:14:22.995,01:14:25.995 

Cirilo Pereira: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

 

01:14:35.298,01:14:38.298 

Cleto Fernandes: Specifically in panjim 

There are three nurseries near Santa Cruz playground, Bondir. 

 

01:14:51.479,01:14:54.479 

rita carvalho: Can I get the  the number for the Challenged institute or other 

institution around Mumbai some Earthaholic  you mention. 

Miguel: Please Google “Earthoholics” and view on website or Facebook. Priya 

Kamble will help you. 

 

01:14:59.100,01:15:02.100 

Maya Kerkar: when I try to grow tomatoes from seeds, they dont fruit. Why? 

Miguel: Immature seeds produce plants but do not fruit. That is why we use salt 

water to float rice seed before sowing. You can use a glass of water to check the 

tomato seeds. 

 

01:15:06.325,01:15:09.325 

Glenda Fernandes: Please share some pruning guidelines. 
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Miguel: It is a vast topic. Please Google “Pruning XX” where XX is the name of 

the plant you want to prune. You will get text and YouTube videos for each. If 

you need something specific after that, you can ask. 

 

01:15:14.923,01:15:17.923 

Leo D'Souza: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:15:17.821,01:15:20.821 

brian dias: How to grow  capsicum  and chillies 

 

01:15:49.023,01:15:52.023 

Preci Almeida: My pineapples are growing very small.. please give a 

solution,...grown in row on ground. Thanks 

 

01:16:01.271,01:16:04.271 

Aida Dourado: If a mango tree and coconut trees are in the range of six feet 

from the house, can the roots cause damage to the house 

 

01:16:11.255,01:16:14.255 

Valerie Antao: How long does avocado take to give fruit when grown from seed 

 

01:16:13.295,01:16:16.295 

Anjali Noronha: What is the best time to take and plant cutting of lemon tree? 

 

01:16:28.471,01:16:31.471 

lourdina pinto: Thank u very much information on natural pesticides 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:16:32.094,01:16:35.094 
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Edison F: What rootstock is a rambutan grafted on? I've got a plant and wanted 

to get it grafted but am not sure what rootstock it is usually grown on. 

Miguel: Please Google for options. Rambutan seedling is good enough. 

 

01:16:32.659,01:16:35.659 

brian dias: Is hydroponics  suitable  to grow fruits. 

 

Miguel YES, but it is an expensive option when we have soil. 

 

01:16:37.574,01:16:40.574 

Rachel D'Souza: How to take care of a Christmas tree which is planted in pot 

because it is not in good condition same with Christmas flower plant. 

Miguel: One day after watering it, put the pot on the side. Bang it slightly so as 

to not crack the pot. Cut out the root if it has come out through the drainage 

hole. Pull the plant out with the ball of soil around the roots. Inspect it, cut the 

bottom one-fourth of the soil with a chopper/koita/billhook and cut out dead 

roots. Wash the pot, inside and outside, with water. Prepare the pot for 

repotting with crocks and new soil to replace the section you have cut. Put back 

the plant. If it is Poinsettia plant, do the same. Check for mealy bugs. Keep in 

partial shade, if possible for two days. Keep in sunlight thereafter. 

 

01:16:41.557,01:16:44.557 

joffry martins: How do you treat a plant that has been treated with excessive 

fertiliser? 

Miguel: Water is the best purgative for chemical fertilizers: they are water 

soluble. If it is in the rain, God will take care of that now. 

 

01:17:03.319,01:17:06.319 

Yvette Barros: How 'short' can I cut down a mulberry plant in the ground ,( not 

pot). 

Miguel Six inches above the ground. 

01:17:16.429,01:17:19.429 
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Frederick Noronha: Thank you Miguel, for a lovely, insightful and informative 

talk. We are indeed proud to have you as a alumni of Britto-Mapusa and 

appreciate your generous spirit of sharing knowledge so willingly! 

Miguel Braganza: You are always welcome, Rico. It is a privilege 

 

01:17:25.867,01:17:28.867 

Microgreens Wellness With Superfoods: ok Thanks you Sir 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:17:29.490,01:17:32.490 

Maya Kerkar: Can I transfer a Xmas tree that is 6 feet tall to another location? 

will it survive? 

 

01:17:29.925,01:17:32.925 

Alice Dlima: Had tried sowing seeds from packets from amazon but nothing 

seemed to germinate what could be the reason. 

Miguel: Common experience. The courier service often does not bother about 

heat in transit. Was it for locally adapted crops and sown in the correct season 

and media? 

 

01:17:44.993,01:17:47.993 

pascal d'silva: Has anyone grown Apple        in Goa. Wanted to try. 

Miguel: I tried but the plants died when my family and I went on on a vacation 

and the maid thought the grafts were dead sticks. You have to get the grafts in 

dormant condition and plant  for it to acclimatize when it wakes up in the new 

surroundings. There was a Facebook  mention that someone had succeeded but I 

have not seen. Worth a try. It will remain green and sour in our climate. 

 

01:17:52.506,01:17:55.506 

sheryl Barreto: Will a velvet apple tree yield fruits in a pot? 

Miguel: I do not know. I have not tried or seen anyone else succeeding. 
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01:17:55.016,01:17:58.016 

Cleto Fernandes: Also could the admin share the recording of the meet to me 

personally plz, I had got an important call, hence I had to leave the meet 

Miguel. The link has been shared by Savio Dias 

 

01:18:19.220,01:18:22.220 

D Fernandes: request he recording too 

Miguel. The link has been shared by Savio Dias 

 

01:18:54.653,01:18:57.653 

Eusebio Fernandes: What is the best cure for rhinocerous beetle attaack for 

cocunut trees?? 

 

01:18:55.684,01:18:58.684 

Edison F: Does a grafted avacado plant still need 2 plants in the vicinity to bear 

fruit? 

Miguel: NO. It is also a myth that a seedling avocado needs a partner. 

 

01:19:27.694,01:19:30.694 

sandeep phaldesai: The oil emulsion is to be sprayed on the plant ? ie. on the 

leaves or fruits ? 

Miguel: Yes 

 

01:20:06.548,01:20:09.548 

Eusebio Fernandes: Which is the best season for growing fig plants 

Miguel: Any time. Only West Indian Figs, not the Biblical ones 

 

01:20:44.580,01:20:47.580 

Priyanka Da Costa: what are good plants to grow this season? 
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Miguel: In vegetables, Bhendde and Cucurbits like cucumber, gourds and 

melons. Leafy vegetables tend to get insect holes and Palak rots. Radish can also 

be grown. 

 

01:21:07.134,01:21:10.134 

Priyanka Da Costa: flowering and fruit 

Miguel: All. Sunflower and Zinnias too. 

 

01:21:10.279,01:21:13.279 

Elaine Fernandes: The oil emulsion for Papaya is what oil to use? 

 

Neem oil is best. You can also use any cooking oil. 

 

01:21:14.679,01:21:17.679 

Graça Costa: Can you share the link, please? 

Miguel. The link has been shared by Savio Dias 

 

01:21:23.670,01:21:26.670 

Lourdes Baptista: Thank you Prof Miguel for your inputs..very informative and 

motivating 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:22:04.225,01:22:07.225 

robin dsouza: does figs grow in goa 

Miguel: Only West Indian Figs, related to the Banyan tree. Edible. Tasty. 

 

01:22:16.010,01:22:19.010 

Nathan Dsouza: Which is a good tender coconut variety?,early fruiting 

Miguel: Gangabondam 

 

01:22:24.784,01:22:27.784 
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Cleto Fernandes: Could u also tell us about how to grow local vegetables at 

home in pots. 

 

Miguel: My book GROWING VEGETABLES ORGANICALLY is available 

online FREE. 

 

01:22:34.868,01:22:37.868 

Leslie Pereira: please repeat the site for the organic training 

Agricos Alumni Association on Facebook and YouTube. 

 

01:22:55.792,01:22:58.792 

Leslie Pereira: repeat it slowly so we can write it down 

 

01:22:57.719,01:23:00.719 

Adeline D'souza: Thank you so much 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:24:10.677,01:24:13.677 

Edlin Ferrao: I have a sour sop plant. It's fully infested with ants. They form 

nests among d leaves. How to get rid of them. 

Mealy bugs are a major problem. The ants come to drink their piss. Clean with 

a soft bristles tooth brush or a water colurs or soft paint brush. Spray with soap 

or soap-nut water and wash off the eggs. Clean with a spray of plain water. 

Blackening of the fruit is a secondary fungal infection. Take care of the mealy 

bugs and the black and brown ants will disappear. You can clip the nest and 

burn it. 

 

 

01:24:40.811,01:24:43.811 

Adeline D'souza: Can soursop be planted in a pot: 

Miguel YES. Use a 24 inches pot or anything bigger. 
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01:24:44.298,01:24:47.298 

alka dsouza: Thank you so much 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:24:48.065,01:24:51.065 

Alice Dlima: interesting session.. thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:24:49.244,01:24:52.244 

Cirilo Pereira: Manure for Mango and lime plant 

Miguel : It depends on the age and size of the tree. 

 

01:24:50.031,01:24:53.031 

Arlene Arlene: My first lot of cherry tomatoes the leaves turned yellow? 

Miguel: Most likely over-watering. Check for moss on soil surface. 

 

01:24:52.958,01:24:55.958 

Maya Kerkar: Let us know where we can get the answers 

Google the key words. If you do not get the answer, post on Botanical Society of 

Goa on Facebook 

 

01:24:56.446,01:24:59.446 

gaurav mehta: Fantastic session. Thanks Miguel 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:24:59.030,01:25:02.030 

Anthony D'souza: Thank you Mr. Braganza 

Miguel: Welcome 
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01:25:17.739,01:25:20.739 

rita carvalho: Thank you  Prof Miguel for your valuable inputs  very motivating 

 

01:25:21.068,01:25:24.068 

Arlene Arlene: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:25:21.749,01:25:24.749 

lourdina pinto: Thanks. Very good n v informative session. Thank u Prof Miguel 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:25:25.025,01:25:28.025 

Isa Hinojosa: Very informative meeting. Thanks Miguel! 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:25:26.132,01:25:29.132 

Mitchelle Pereira: Pls repeat ur website. How to grow capsicum plant and to 

prevent it getting infested. 

Miguel: Please read GROWING VEGETABLES ORGANICALLY available 

online FREE. 

 

01:25:30.762,01:25:33.762 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:25:30.969,01:25:33.969 

Lourdes Baptista: Only few questions left. Prof Miguel responded to most of 

them very sharply. Thanks 

 

01:25:31.259,01:25:34.259 

Aida Dourado: Thank you for the informative session Miguel Braganza 
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Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:25:33.687,01:25:36.687 

brian dias: Thank you so much. 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:25:34.340,01:25:37.340 

Graça Costa: Thank you very much for this excellent opportunity. Mr.Braganza 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:25:39.321,01:25:42.321 

Edlin Ferrao: My coconut trees get it nfested with some bugs usually in month 

of Nov to Feb. They attack d tender part. 

 

01:25:42.295,01:25:45.295 

Regina Fernandes: Thank you Prof Minguel 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:25:43.510,01:25:46.510 

Lourdes Baptista: Thank you to CLC 

 

01:25:44.762,01:25:47.762 

Mitchelle Pereira: Thank u so much 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:25:46.479,01:25:49.479 

rafael: thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 
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01:25:47.584,01:25:50.584 

Belinda Rebelo: It was a very interesting session. Thanks Miguel and the 

organisers. 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:25:48.059,01:25:51.059 

Glenda Fernandes: Thank you for theinput 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:25:48.151,01:25:51.151 

Alice Dlima: good night 

 

01:25:48.886,01:25:51.886 

LUIZA SARITA: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:25:49.275,01:25:52.275 

Peter Pinheiro: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

 

01:25:54.963,01:25:57.963 

Maya Kerkar: Thanks both Miguel and Fredric 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

 

01:25:55.104,01:25:58.104 

Gladwyn D'Mello: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:25:58.064,01:26:01.064 

Daniel Gomes: thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 
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01:26:03.813,01:26:06.813 

Microgreens Wellness With Superfoods: thank you  

Miguel: Welcome 

01:26:05.801,01:26:08.801 

Georgina Curtez:   Thank You. 

 

01:26:06.676,01:26:09.676 

Anjali Noronha: Very good and useful session. Thanks so much, Miguel! Dev 

barem Sanz dium! 

Miguel: Welcome. Dev borem korum. Mog asundi 

 

01:26:13.756,01:26:16.756 

Allan Dacunha: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:26:13.833,01:26:16.833 

Louisa Pereira: Thanks so much. Very interesting. 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:26:14.388,01:26:17.388 

Adeline D'souza: Thank all the admins too 

 

01:26:14.477,01:26:17.477 

Yvette Barros: Thank you Mr Braganza 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:26:15.176,01:26:18.176 

Edlin Ferrao: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:26:36.013,01:26:39.013 

Leo D'Souza: Thank you 
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01:26:36.627,01:26:39.627 

lorraine dacosta: Thank you 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:26:40.564,01:26:43.564 

Frederick Noronha: collaborativelearningcafe.org 

 

01:26:46.283,01:26:49.283 

Anjali Noronha: Can you please give the link to the web and whatsapp group 

again please? 

Miguel: collaborativelearningcafe.org 

 

01:27:02.853,01:27:05.853 

Fernanda Nunes: Thank u very much!! 

 

01:27:06.608,01:27:09.608 

Isa Hinojosa: Thanks to you 

Miguel: Welcome 

01:27:06.958,01:27:09.958 

Gladwyn D'Mello: Thanks to Miguel and all those responsible for this 

programme 

 

01:27:09.063,01:27:12.063 

Arlene Arlene: Chilles is something I would be interested in growing on my 

balcony 

The Kashmir variety 

 

01:28:09.847,01:28:12.847 

Edison F: Thank you so much especially to Mr. Braganza       

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 
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01:28:16.120,01:28:19.120 

Francisco J Vas: Thank you for a great session and all the guys who brought it 

to us. 

1)How long does it take for an avocado to give fruit? 

2)what is the fertiliser required and when it must be applied for lemon? 

- what is the reason for flower drops in lime trees 

-Fertilizer to be used for betel leaves 

-Manure to be used for sour sop 

-our Avocado tree has not given fruits since it has been planted 5years back. 

What could be the reason 

 

Miguel Braganza: Welcome. It is a privilege 

Your avocado plant may be a seedling. Two more years to wait.  

Manure application depends on the age and size of the trees. 

For betel leaves, half a kg of compost thrice a year is good if it is a big vine. 


